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Message from the President…
Fall is that bittersweet time of year when many of us will sadly close up our
cottages and store our memories of summer away, ready to bring them out to
warm our hearts on a cold winter's day, all with the hope and anticipation of
'next summer'. More and more members, however, are making the move to
year-round cottaging and even full time residency. It is lovely that we have such
a thriving, growing community here.
Each season at the lake comes with its own natural beauty and presents many
opportunities for enjoyment. For me, September is often the most beautiful
month and, as I sit writing to you, the leaves are tinged with all of the shades of
autumn and the lake is so still that the reflection looks like a mirror image.
Absolutely beautiful!
As many of you know, I have lived at the lake since September 2005. Until I
retired, I was an elementary school principal for TDSB. For the last thirty plus
years, I have been the choir director at Kingsview United Church in Oshawa. I
love to bring people together and try to bring out the best in them.
At my first annual general meeting, I volunteered to become the secretary /
newsletter writer. At that time, all communications took place by mail so I
made it my goal to get as many lake residents as possible communicating via the
internet. We now have about 75% of cottage owners regularly in
communication with each other. We would love to bring that number up to
100%. If your neighbours are not members, please pass along Clare’s contact
information and encourage them to join us.
As CLCA secretary, I was privileged to see where we, as a lake community, had
come from and I have lots of ideas of how we may continue to flourish together.
I believe I have earned your trust and hope for your support as I take on this
next exciting role as President.

I feel privileged to be a member of a great team. Sandy, Peter and Clare are
enthusiastic, capable individuals who each have particular areas of expertise
and interests they wish to pursue. We meet monthly and are working diligently
together to gather information, establish achievable goals and work towards
them. This will be an ongoing process but one on which we have embarked with
confidence.
I have asked Sandy, Peter and Clare, to each write a little about themselves so
that you can better acquaint yourselves with them. It has been a real joy for me
to get to know these talented people and we are developing a very productive
partnership.
It is an honor and a pleasure to be leading the executive team here at Cordova
Lake! There are great things happening here and more to come!!
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Melanie

#201 FR 59, 614-472-6166

Clare Matthews, Secretary
I am a permanent resident on the lake. I have been coming up here since 2006
and moved here permanently 3 years ago when I and my spouse, Nancy
Grozelle, both had an opportunity to relocate from Toronto to Peterborough for
work where I am an HR Manager with the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry. This was earlier than anticipated (Cordova Lake was our retirement
plan!) but life is about opportunities and we love this community and love living
here - even in February when we turn onto the Beach Road at 6:00 pm and the
only light we can see is Melanie's!

I am the CLCA secretary and am responsible for all CLCA correspondence, and
for maintaining the membership database. I am your primary contact for lake
information, including lost and found items, items for sale, and FOCA updates. If
you have any suggestions for topics that you think would be of interest to the
membership, please let me know.
Clare `#128 FR57

Peter Bornemisa, Treasurer
My wife Cheryl and I are newcomers to our lake having arrived in September
2015. We are in the light blue cottage on the North East tip of the lake directly
North of the Beach. We have loved this community since the first day and plan
to make this our permanent home. We have three children, Alex, Kyla and
Megan who are all in their 20’s and enjoy coming here when their busy lives
permit. I am a CPA (Chartered Professional Accountant) and have spent most of
my career in supply chain finance which I am passionate about. I am committed
to manage the finances of the CLCA and strive to add value as a member of the
CLCA Board.
Hope to see you on one of our walks around the lake!
Regards, Peter Bornemisa

#32 FR 57

Sandy Rice, Vice-President
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. Firstly, I have been a
cottager on Cordova Lake for 58 years … yes, that is right … all my life. My
grandfather built our family cottage in the 50’s and I currently own the cottage
next to our original family cottage and am a permanent resident on the lake.

Over my years here, I have seen a lot of changes and believe that I understand
some of the challenges facing Cordova Lake today.

As a board member, I have been a part of several boards and committees. I am
currently a Councillor for the Ontario College of Veterinarians of Ontario and
the Chairperson on the Accreditation Committee that certifies veterinary
hospitals and facilities in Ontario. I have served as President of the Brampton
Veterinary Association and Volunteer executive campaigner liaison for the
United Way of Ontario, Business Division. Most of all, I am passionate about
Cordova Lake. Our family roots are here and I would like to help ensure we
preserve this beautiful place for the future generations to enjoy.

Please contact me if you have any questions at sandy.rice@outlook.com.
Regards,
Sandy Rice, #18 Fire Route 57B, 613-472-5037

How do you deal with a tree that’s fallen into
your lake?
By Jackie Davis
How should we handle a tree that has fallen into the
lake? It’s interfering with our favourite swimming
spot.
As is usually the case, the answer is “it depends,”
says Mike Yee, the environmental planner and the
manager of biology and water quality with the Rideau
Valley Conservation Authority in Manotick, Ont.
Before you do anything at all, you’re best to make
sure you don’t need a permit from your municipality
or the go-ahead from a local conservation authority,
environment ministry, or Parks Canada. And safety
first: remove the tree if it’s a hazard. Beyond that,
“you want to try to find a balance between your needs
and the needs of the lake,” says Yee. “Downed woody
debris is very, very good for water ecology. It provides

structure, nutrients, and places for things to hide and
live. It’s like an apartment building for the lake.”
How’s the health of the existing littoral ecosystem? If
your shoreline is struggling (with a lot of erosion or
little native vegetation), the fallen tree “will have a
much more significant positive impact,” says D.G.
Blair, the executive director of the Stewardship Centre
for B.C.
Can you remove only part of the tree? The fish and
other wildlife will get their apartment building, and
you’ll still get your swimming area. Win all around! If
you must get rid of it, “anything that you do by hand
will be much less invasive,” says Blair. If the work
requires power tools, a winch, or a backhoe, call a
certified tree service company, says Mark Ellis, a
senior consulting arborist with the Davey Resource
Group. “You really don’t want to be leaning out of a
boat, wielding a chainsaw.”

The biggest threats to your cottage in the off-season
By Jessica Wynne Lockhart
As you close up your cottage at the end of the season and start the long drive home, it’s only
natural that your mind will wander through the inevitable list of “what-ifs.”
But before you turn the car around to make sure—for the third time—that you’ve turned the
oven off, you should lay your worst-case scenarios to rest. The truth is that the biggest threats
to your cottage in the off-season aren’t as disastrous as they might seem (no, a rogue bear isn’t
going to make your cottage its den) and most are preventable.
Here’s what you should really be worrying about:
Frozen plumbing
We’ve all heard the horror stories. Nothing can put a damper—literally—on cottage ownership
like returning in the spring to discover that your pipes froze and burst, or that your septic tank
cracked in your absence. Prevent damage before it happens by properly draining all your lines
and tanks before you close-up for the season.
Exploding jars of food
While it may be tempting to leave that jar of tomato sauce in your cupboard, don’t forget that the
same freezing and thawing cycle that happens in pipes also applies to food. If you don’t intend
to heat your cottage over the winter months, make sure to remove any and all food from the
premises—otherwise you might have a sticky mess to clean up come springtime.
Break-ins
For the paranoid among us, this is probably the biggest reservation that we have about leaving
our properties unattended for extended periods of times. Whether its petty criminals out to make
a buck or teenagers looking for a little weekend excitement, break-and-enters tops the list for
the biggest wintertime threat to your cottage. Make crime-proofing your getaway one of your top
priorities in the fall, and come springtime you won’t be sorry.

Critters
Who can blame woodland creatures for wanting someplace warm to cozy up for the winter? The truth
is, while it’s easy to keep the bigger animals out (make sure to close the flue on your fireplace), mice will
invariably get it. Whether they stay, though, is up to you. Make your home inhospitable by setting
mousetraps, removing any food (including toaster ovens crumbs), and covering soft surfaces in plastic.
Mice may also be repelled by certain odours, so it can’t help to try out placing fabric softener sheets and
mint essential oil in your closets.
Rooftop ice damming
It’s unlikely that your entire roof is going to cave-in from heavy snow, but you’ll still want to make sure
your roof and eavestrough are in tip-top shape to handle wintertime precipitation. A build-up of ice and
snow, paired with continual freeze and thaws, can cause structural damage. Make sure your eaves are
cleaned out and that your roof is in good repair, and consider hiring a company to clean snow off your
roof during the winter—just don’t forget the boathouse or shed roofs.
Slip and slide sidewalks
While you may not be accessing your cottage in the off-season, that doesn’t mean that no one else will
be. If a visitor injures himself or herself on your property, you could be held liable for failing to clear the
walks. If you’re not hiring someone to maintain your property over the winter (including snow and ice
removal), be sure to cancel local newspaper delivery and post a caution note to any solicitors at the end
of the driveway.

11 reasons why fall is the best season for a canoe trip
By Jessica Wynne Lockhart
Just because it’s time to start closing up the cottage, doesn’t mean you have to pack
away your canoe or kayak the minute the leaves start to fall. Here are the top 11
reasons why autumn is the best season for a canoe trip.
1. You’ll have the entire river to yourself
As traffic slows down on the 400-series highways leading to the cottage, it also slows
down on the waterways. With everyone back at school and work, you’ll have a greater
chance of having the entire river or lake to yourself.
2. You won’t have to battle bugs
Energy that would otherwise be spent swatting away bloodsuckers can be devoted to
perfecting your j-stroke instead. Best of all, fewer insects also makes fall the prime
paddling season for taking along kids and pets.
3. Cooler weather makes for smooth waters
With a lower risk of thunderstorms, fall weather conditions provide a stable and mild
environment for paddling. However, it’s still possible to get a sunburn in the crisp
autumn air, so don’t forget to pack your hat, sunscreen, and plenty of water.
4. Portaging is made easier
Lowered temperatures make everything more manageable, including portaging. Without
sweating too much, you’ll be able to travel further distances with fewer breaks.

5. It can build character
There’s no doubt that canoeing in the off-season can be more challenging, particularly
when faced with overnight frost or an unexpected snowfall. But dealing with these
adverse conditions will only make you a better camper and paddler.
6. You’ll have the best vantage point of beautiful autumn colours
Nothing quite beats the reflection of brilliant red and orange hues on the water,
especially when contrasted against the clear blue fall sky.
7. You might get a better night’s sleep
On multi-day paddling trips, the cooler air at night makes sharing a tent that much more
bearable.
8. You’ll have a better selection of campsites
There’s no need to line up or book weeks in advance; with fewer people portaging or on
the trail, you’ll have a choice selection of the best camping spots.
9. The best views of the brilliant night skies
While you’ll have less daylight hours to paddle, you’ll have increased night time hours to
glimpse that perfect shooting star.
10. You can fuel up on comfort foods
Nothing makes a canoe trip better than a hearty meal at the end of a long day. Since it’s
harvest season, you can relish in comforting stews and soups cooked over campfires.
11. You’ll have a better chance of spotting wildlife
As animals stock up for the winter and get ready to head into hibernation, their on-shore
activity will increase. Deer, moose, elk, and bats will all be seeking mates, while birds
can be seen migrating. With fewer leaves to contend with, you may even be able to spot
them more easily through the trees.

Cottage Fire Safety – Tip Sheet
To minimize the risk of fire and burn injury, the fire service recommends the
following cottage fire safety tips:
Install smoke alarms on every storey and outside all sleeping areas. It’s the
law for all Ontario homes, cottages, cabins and seasonal homes to have
working smoke alarms on every storey and outside all sleeping areas.
•

Test smoke alarms at least monthly or each time you return to the
cottage. Pack a new smoke alarm and extra smoke alarm batteries in
case they need replacement.

•

Install and ensure carbon monoxide alarms in your cottage if it has a
fuel-burning appliance.

•

Develop and practice a home fire escape plan to ensure everyone
knows what to do if the smoke alarm sounds.

•

Know the telephone number for the local fire department and your
cottage’s emergency sign number, in case of emergency.

•

Clean barbecues before using them. Keep an eye on lit barbecues and
ensure all combustibles, as well as children and pets are kept well
away from them. Fires can happen when barbecues are left
unattended.

•

Keep barbecue lighters and matches out of sight and reach of children.

•

Remember to bring a flashlight with extra batteries.

•

Check heating appliances and chimneys before using them.

•

Check with your local fire department, municipality, or Ministry of
Natural Resources to determine whether open air burning is permitted

before having a campfire or burning brush. If open burning is allowed,
fires should be built on bare soil or on exposed rock. Remove leaves
and twigs from around the fire to keep it from spreading. Always keep a
bucket of water, sand, or even a shovel close by and supervise the fire
at all times.
•

If you must smoke, do so outside. Keep a large can with water nearby
so cigarette butts can be safely discarded. If you drink, do so
responsibly. Tobacco use and excessive alcohol consumption are
contributing factors in many fires and can lead to serious injuries.

•

Burn candles in sturdy candleholders that will not tip and are covered
with a glass shade. When you go out, blow out!

Ways to keep your cottage safe from
break-ins
By Sara Laux
Your sanctuary away from the city can quickly seem not-so-safe if you’re the victim
of a break-and-enter. Often simple crimes of opportunity, cottage break-

ins may not ever be fully preventable—but there are steps you can take
to reduce the loss of property and peace of mind that goes along with
this kind of crime.
Keep everything valuable out of view
When you go home at the end of the weekend, make sure everything is
out of view is someone looks in your windows. (Choosing whether or not
to draw the curtains is up to you—some experts suggest leaving them
slightly open so would-be thieves can see there’s nothing to steal.) Put
any electronics, computers or flat-screen TVs out of sight in an interior
room or closet. Make sure to store any expensive sports equipment in a
shed or other locked area. When you close up for the winter, take
everything home with you. Remember: if you can carry it, so can
someone else—right out the door.

Install trail or dock cams
Technology can be a real help when it comes to keeping an eye on your
cottage when you’re away. Motion-sensitive digital cameras (the kind
used by hunters and nature photographers) can help document
anything—or anyone—who comes onto your property when you’re not
there, snapping pics of license plates and faces that can be used if
something does happen.
Use motion-sensitive exterior lighting
Lighting that comes on only when something moves means you don’t
have to leave a light burning all night—but can provide an unwelcome
surprise for someone who doesn’t want to be spotted. Yes, you may get
a few stunned foxes and skunks, but you might also deter some twolegged creatures who would rather stay in the dark.
Embrace the lived-in look
Cottages are broken into most often when it looks obvious that no one
has been there for a long time, so make sure your cottage is maintained,
even if you’re not there. Pay a property management company to cut the
grass and shovel, if necessary. Ask your neighbours to park in your
driveway or tie up at your dock occasionally. And make sure you have
some interior lights on timers so the cottage doesn’t stay dark the whole
time you’re gone. You can even go so far as to leave inexpensive
gardening tools out in the yard so it looks like someone has been
working in the garden.
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