
CORDOVA LAKE COTTAGE ASSOCIATION 

Message from the President... 
As we all prepare for another summer at Cordova Lake, the CLCA Executive Committee 
wanted to provide some updates.  
 
We reached out to numerous people about providing articles for our CLCA 2022 Spring/
Summer Newsletter. You will find the four articles noted below, at various locations 
throughout the newsletter. 
 
1) You will find a brief article about Sommer Gettins, as she stepped forward and 
volunteered as our interim Vice President. She has already been a great asset to the CLCA 
Executive Committee.  
 
2) You will also find an article from Elise Francis, Jennifer Campin & Annette Vance, who all 
stepped forward to manage our 50th Cordova Lake Regatta. The CLCA Executive 
Committee would like to thank all of you for volunteering your time. 
 
3)You will find an article with some local news, from Hart Webb our Councillor At Large, on 
behalf of the Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen. 
 
4) You will find an article, from Tim Pidduck President of Crowe Valley Conservation 
Authority (CVCA), with some interesting facts about Cordova Lake and watershed 
management in our area.  
 
In terms, of other CLCA news: 
 
1) We have posted new ñClean, Drain, Dry your Boatò signs on FR18, FR54, FR57, FR59 
and both boat launches. 
 
2) We have been working on revamping our CLCA Website and hope to launch it in the near 
future.  
 
3) We have been working on a new ñCLCA Membership Formò and amended  ñCLCA By-
Lawsò, in order to comply with changes to the Ontario Not for Profit Corporation Act (ONCA). 
We will be testing the New ñCLCA Membership Formò when we ask for your 2022 
membership dues ($20.00), in the near future. 
 
4) Sommer has been working on getting new and/or returning ñAdvertisersò, for the 
newsletter. So take a look or better yet visit these ñAdvertisersò, in the future. 
 
5) In terms of our CLCA Annual General Meeting, we are looking into holding a combination 
in person/Zoom meeting. More details will follow, in the near future. 
 
So please enjoy the newsletter!  Have a safe and happy summer everyone! 
 
Regards, Elaine Epp CLCA President, on behalf of the CLCA Executive Committee 
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Message from HBMôs Hart Webb... 
On behalf of the Council of the Township of Havelock-Belmont-Methuen I would like to 
welcome everyone back to the area as we prepare for another great summer in our 
community!  As we slowly move out of the pandemic, things are gradually starting to 
open up and hopefully we can get back to having a more normal cottage season.  HBM 
handled the pandemic very well as we were one of the few municipalities in all of 
Ontario to maintain staffing in the municipal office throughout the crisis.  We are proud 
to have maintained a high level of service for our residents.  Even with all of the 
challenges Covid has brought, council has remained busy and focused on numerous 
projects that will help move our community forward. 
       
      This summer you will see a number of new projects taking place in HBM.  Grant 
applications have been submitted to the upper levels of government for a number of 
projects.  As of the writing of this update there have been no formal announcements 
made regarding the status of the grant applications, however, it appears they are 
moving well through the formal process and the Township is expecting these 
applications to be successful.  In order to ensure that projects will move forward, the 
township has incorporated a number of large projects within the 2022 budget.  The 
Township is planning to construct a new splash pad in the park located at 39 George 
Street East (Community Centre).  Tenders were issued and a supplier has been 
selected.  The Township is eagerly waiting to hear a start date for this project.  The 
Mathison Property which is located behind the Havelock Community Centre, is a 250-
acre expanse of nature trails and wetlands which will see over $100,000 in trail 
upgrades along with new signage for local nature lovers.  Another project the Township 
aims to complete in 2022 is anew municipal park, to be located at the southwest corner 
of Oak Street and George Street. 
     
     As some may be aware, the Township is in the process of installing a new weigh 
scale at the 6th line transfer station.  A cashless payment system has also been 
implemented at the 6th line transfer station which means only debit and credit card 
payments will now be accepted at this location. 
 
     Other news that might be of particular interest to waterfront residents is a new trailer 
park by-law, which will be passed later this spring.  Council is aware that the regulation 
of trailer parks has been a growing problem in HBM, and has taken steps to address 
these issues through this proposed by-law. 
 
     The Township is working on enhancing by-law enforcement measures through the 
Administrative Monetary Penalty (AMP) system which is a collaborative effort between 
the Townships of Peterborough County, the City of Peterborough and the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP).  It is our hope that the implementation of the AMP system will 
provide the township with new means of enforcement when dealing with issues such as 
AirBnB, fireworks and parking concerns.  This initiative remains a work in progress and 
a number of townships in Peterborough County are working together to create a unified 
approach when dealing with enforcement of such complicated and difficult issues.  If 
residents have an issue and need to contact the By-Law Enforcement Department, they 
can call 705-778-2308 or email enforcement@hbmtwp.ca. 
 
     Council is also working with the Crowe Valley Conservation Authority (CVCA) and 
local lake associations to increase education and awareness around the growing 
problem of invasive species in and around our lakes.  Going forward, the Township is 
planning to include information about invasive species on our website as well as 
increased informational signage around the lakes and boat launches. 
 
     I encourage everyone to follow our website and social media accounts for more 
detailed updates regarding current events and ongoing issues.  I wish everyone a safe 
and happy summer!! 
 
 
 

mailto:enforcement@hbmtwp.ca


Article Crowe Valley Conservation Authority... 

Crowe Valley Conservation Authority 

Cordova Lake Cottage Association Newsletter Article 

 
Early in 2022, your President, Elaine Epp inquired if I would be interested in writing an article for the Cordova 

Lake Cottage Association Spring newsletter.  Having never written anything for the CLCA (that I can 

remember), I immediately thought yes, of course I would write an article.  Thanks for thinking of the CVCA 

Elaine! 
 

Recently, I provided a data sheet on Cordova Lake and the dam with a couple of ñfun factsò (will be posted on 

the redesigned CLCA website). Normally, this would have been a good jumping off point for an article, but since 

Iôve already provided that basic information, Iôll start by describing the Crowe Valley watershed first and then 

ease into general water management with a focus on Cordova Lake. 
 

For those of you who donôt know or are new to Cordova Lake (there has been an increase in real estate 

transactions in our area), the Crowe Valley Conservation Authority watershed is approximately 2006 square 

kilometers with a low population and limited development.  This essentially means the watershed is not under 

the same kind of pressure as other watersheds and has remained as much as possible in its natural state, 

especially for a watershed in southern Ontario. Iôd better stop digressing and leave this topic for another article! 
 

Over this vast area, the Crowe River headwaters start just north of Paudash Lake and makes its way south, 

eventually arriving at Cordova Lake and then onto Belmont Lake where the North River joins the Crowe River 

system.  All in all, it is about a two day journey from those headwaters.  To the east, the Beaver Creek 

subwatershed joins the Crowe River east of Crowe Lake and collectively travels toward the Trent River system.  

Basically the entire watershed is a north to south expedition and Cordova Lake plays an interesting role.  Why 

you may ask? Well, from a water management perspective, CVCA staff have always considered it one of our 

prime indicator lakes and in order to explain this claim, I need to briefly review the watershed yearly cycle. 
 

The Crowe River watershed, like virtually everything in nature (including us humans) is driven by our seasons.  

So, the CVCA manages the dams in the watershed to mimic nature.  In the summer, water levels are 

maintained for the recreational enjoyment of residents, cottagers and visitors alike.  The level we strive to attain 

for human activities on Cordova Lake is 216.500 metres above sea level.  Actually, we usually keep it ever so 

slightly higher at the beginning of the summer season in the event of an extended drought scenario.  Anyway, 

there will often be some variation from this elevation based on a number of factors, including the amount of rain 

received in the watershed (especially upstream of Cordova), summer temperatures affecting evaporation rate, 

levels and flows throughout the watershed and even the amount of water drawn from the lake especially in very 

dry or drought conditions.   
 

All this being said, the CVCA makes every effort to minimize the changes in the level to be as consistent as 

possible.  Since we are dealing with a number of natural variables, there could be times when the change in 

elevation seems significant, like a summer thunderstorm that deposits 50 to 75mm of rain in the immediate 

Cordova Lake area.  Or, perhaps, there are a number of consecutive days of rain over the northern portion of 

the watershed that makes its way south to the lake and raises the level well beyond the summer elevation.  

Quite often, in the summertime, these variations are usually short lived and after making the necessary stop log 

adjustments at the dam a return to the normal levels is fairly quick. 
 

Eventually, the summer recreational season extends into the fall and it seems with climate change, the 

opportunities to enjoy the lake are going well past the traditional Thanksgiving weekend.  However, the levels 

can only be maintained for so long at the 216.5m range.  Why?  As winter approaches, the CVCA draws down 

the lake level to 216.20m to create additional lake water storage capacity for you guessed it, the spring snow 

melt and rains, which is otherwise known as the spring freshet. 

The 30cms (216.5 minus 216.20) of flood storage capacity may not seem like much, but when the freshet is 

underway and we are trying to minimize the impacts of flooding, everything helps.  Which brings me to the point 

I mentioned above about Cordova being a good indicator lake.  The Cordova dam is the only dam between 

Paudash Lake and Cordova Lake.  Therefore, it becomes the key opportunity to create that storage capacity 

plus monitor the effect of the spring runoff.   

Letôs just think about it this for a moment.  There is approximately 44 kms of the Crowe River and other lakes, 

streams and wetlands contributing to the flow into Cordova with no water control structures.  It is as natural of a 

run or stretch of wilderness that flows into Cordova Lake with virtually no other inputs such as pollution or 

interference from human activity.  The flow of the Crowe River into Cordova Lake gives the CVCA a fantastic 

picture of what the watershed is naturally doing, especially during the spring freshet.  Just to let you know, the 

CVCA staff monitor lake levels at all of the major lakes 365 days a year and during the freshet period, quite 

often numerous times a day. So, without human interference, Cordova Lake becomes the indicator lake of what 

is happening on the ñgroundò.  Typically, that means in the spring, Cordova Lake is one of the lakes to rise first 

and the rate of rise is typically the highest.  It essentially is telling us what is to follow suit for the rest of the 

watershed and this becomes a significant part of the water management for the Crowe River and its tributaries.   

Thankfully, at the time of writing this article, Cordova Lake has repeated its usual pattern and given hints of 

what would transpire, as it has risen the most, provided those clues we look for and has recently started to 

recede.  However, once the lakes, streams and wetlands have been filled from rain and snowmelt, we have to 

be vigilant at this time of year since extended periods of rain or significant one day rainfall events can still 

reverse trends and cause flooding throughout the Crowe River watershed.  Again, if that occurs, Cordova Lake 

levels will be front and centre. 

That being said, as the spring freshet ebbs and flows, eventually the peaks and valleys of water level changes 

will even out and the lake level will get back to that summer elevation hopefully by the long weekend in May and 

everyone can kick start their summer fun! 

 

 

 

 
 
 



LETôS REGATTA!!! 

Attention cottagers, we have some exciting news! This year we will be having our 50th Annual 
Cordova Lake Regatta on Saturday July 30th.  
 
The first Regatta was held back in 1970 (I know, itôs actually 52 years ago thanks to covid) and 
has since been a memorable lake event. Over last the 50 years there have been so many 
volunteers who made each and every regatta a success. On behalf of the entire lake 
community we would like to thank each and every one of you.  
 
The CLCA would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to your 2022 Cordova Lake 
Regatta Committee; Elise Francis, Jennifer Campin and Annette Vance.  
 
 
ñMy name is Elise Francis, along with my husband (Dan) and 2 kids 
(Scarlett and Colton) we spend most of our summers at Cordova 
Lake. It truly is our happy place. I have been cottaging on Cordova 
Lake my entire life as it was my great grandparents Edward & Clara 
Mae Elson who built the first family cottage back in the 1950ôs. The 
cottage was eventually bought by my grandfather Jim Elson who 
created a summer oasis for our entire family. I have attended almost 
every regatta over my 36 years and have always wanted to have a 
hand in helping plan the festivities. I couldnôt have asked for a better 
group of ladies to be working with to make the 50th a regatta to 
remember.ò 
 

 
ñHello Cordova Lake, 
My name is Jennifer Campin, my husband and kids have loved this lake 
for over 12 years. 
It started with my husband as his grandparents had a cottage / home on 
the lake and he spent many summers as a kid enjoying Cordova.  
We first rented on the lake in 2009 and I was 11 months pregnant with 
our first child. We rented a cottage from the Vance family and it was a 
reunion of family members from my husbands family.  It became a 
tradition for us. 
Fast forward to 2019 and we purchased a cottage on Cordova Lake, we 
are building memories and friendships that will last a lifetime! ñ 
 

 
ñHi everyone! 
Iôm Annette Vance, and I am married to Jason Vance and a mother of 2 
beautiful kids- Adalyn and Carter.  Jason grew up on the lake spending 
countless summers making memories with his family growing up!  Jason 
now wants our children to be able to experience the same upbringing of 
water sports, lazy summers days, fresh air, hikes, bbqôs with friends, fires 
and all that cottage country has to offer!  We love the lake, the lifestyle 
and the people so much so, we canôt wait to one day let our kids raise 
their kids there too! ñ 
 
This year we want to make the Regatta one we will never forget. We are 
hoping to keep old traditions, while adding new events and we are looking 
for your input. As volunteers are vital to the success of such an event we 
will once again be seeking anyone who is willing to help with planning, and on the day itself. If 
you are interested please email us @ . We look forward to seeing you all soonésummer is on 
its way! 
 

Cheers to summer 2022 Φ  

Meet Our 2022 Regatta Committee 
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Federation of Ontario Cottagersô Associations (FOCA) ï  
Current/Relative News 

 

Starlink ï March 22, 2022 ï Inflation has hit SpaceXôs Starlink satellite internet service, with 
prices of the Starlink kit and monthly service increasing, according to emails sent out to custom-
ers. The price increases are also live for Canada, now at $699 CAD (was $649 CAD) for the 
Starlink kit for deposit holders; $759 for new Starlink kit orders; monthly service now goes up to 
$140 CAD (was $129 CAD). For more information see SpaceX increases Starlink Kit and Month-
ly Service Prices in U.S. and Beyond (TeslaNorth.com). 

 

Hydro Rates ï January 2022 ï The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) approves Hydro Oneôs pro-
posed 10-year phase in of eliminating ñseasonal classò and this change begins January 1, 
2023. This approach is intended to limit the total bill increase for affected seasonal customers, 
including those with low average monthly consumption, to 10% (maximum) per year. In its deci-
sion the OEB clarified once again that, though separate from this rate decision, eligibility for re-
bates through the Rural and Remote Electricity Rate Protection (RRRP) and Distribution Rate 
Protection (DRP) continues to apply only to Hydro Oneôs rural year-round residential customers 
(i.e., Low Density ï R2 class). A year-round residential customer requires eight months of contin-
uous occupation of a dwelling over the year. FOCA reminds everyone that if they believe they 
qualify for year-round residential status that should submit a completed declaration form and 
supporting material to Hydro One. 

 

Bait Management Zones ï January 2022 ï The Ontario Ministry of Northern Development, 
Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF) announced that Ontario has established 
four Bait Management Zones (BMZs) to protect our lakes and rivers from invasive species and 
fish diseases. Effective January 1, 2022, baitfish or leeches (whether live or dead) must not be 
transported into or out of a BMZ. For the map and more info, visit: https://www.ontario.ca/page/
sustainable-bait-management-ontario 

 

Clean, Drian, Dry Your Boat ï October 19, 2021 ï The Ministry of Northern Development, 
Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF) has finalized amendments to Ontario Reg-
ulation 354/16 under the Invasive Species Act, 2015 ñto regulate watercraft as a carrier of 
invasive species.ò The changes also classify 13 species as either prohibited or restricted inva-
sive species. The objective of this proposal is to prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic 
invasive species which can occur through the movement of watercraft overland to other water-
bodies in Ontario and to other provinces and states. The rules are based on the ñClean, Drain, 
Dryò practices which have been promoted through education and outreach efforts across North 
America, by FOCA, and others. 

Boaters are now required to remove drain plugs, drain all on board water and 
remove any aquatic plants upon removing the watercraft from a water-
body.  

Prior to reaching a launch site for a body of water, the watercraft, watercraft 
equipment and any vehicle or trailer used to transport the watercraft or 
watercraft equipment must not have an aquatic plant, animal or algae at-
tached to it. 

Definitions: 

ñWatercraftò means any conveyance used or designed for navigation on water, including a mo-

torboat, rowboat, canoe, punt, sailboat or raft. 

ñWatercraft equipmentò means anything that is used to aid in the operation, movement or naviga-

tion of a watercraft including ropes, fenders or anchors. 

The CLCA has posted new signs ñClean, Drain, Dryò Your Boat Signs on the four major Fire 
Roads (18, 54, 57 & 59) and the two boat launches (dam & beach). These signs have infor-
mation on reporting Invasive Species at Invading Species Hotline 1-800-563-7711; EDDMapS 
Website ; EDDMapS App iPhone/Android. 

https://teslanorth.com/2022/03/22/spacex-increases-starlink-kit-and-monthly-service-prices-in-u-s-and-beyond/
https://teslanorth.com/2022/03/22/spacex-increases-starlink-kit-and-monthly-service-prices-in-u-s-and-beyond/
https://www.services.hydroone.com/forms1/ResidentialRateStatusDeclaration.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/sustainable-bait-management-ontario
https://www.ontario.ca/page/sustainable-bait-management-ontario


Havelock-Belmont-Methuen (HBM) ï Current/Relative News 

 

2022 Municipal Election Information ï On October 24, 2022, there will be a mu-

nicipal and school board trustee elections in Ontario. If you are a resident, owner or 

tenant of property in Ontario, a Canadian citizen and 18 years of age you can vote in 

Ontarioôs municipal and school board elections. Remember: in Municipal elections, 

you are entitled to vote in each municipality where you or your spouse owns property. 

An owner or tenant of a non-residential property, or his or her spouse, is not eligible 

to vote for School Board Trustee. Are you Registered? You can check at https://

voterlookup.ca Or call 1-866-296-6722 

 

6th Line Transfer Station ï Spring 2022 ï The Township is in the process of in-
stalling a new weigh scale at the 6th Line Transfer Station. A cashless payment sys-
tem has also been implemented, which means only debit and credit card payments 
will now be accepted at this location. 

 

Draft Trailer Park Bylaw ï January 11, 2022 ï A Draft Trailer Park Bylaw was pre-

sented to council, which affects tourist and trailer camps. It also allows for site in-

spections. It is currently being reviewed by legal council, with expectation that it will 

be passed sometime this Spring/Summer. 

 

Property Tax Reassessments Postponed ï November 4, 2021 ï In their Fall 2021 
economic update, the Province announced that ñthe priority is maintaining stability for 
taxpayers and municipalities at this timeò, and therefore, the reassessment that were 

scheduled to be conducted for the 2021 and 2022 tax years were postponed. As 
such, property assessments for the 2022 and 2023 tax years will continue to be 
based on the fully phased-in January 1, 2016 current values. This means your prop-

erty assessment for the 2022 property tax year will be the same as the 2021 tax year, 
unless there have been changes to your property. For more, visit MPACôs (Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation) webpages: https://www.mpac.ca 

https://voterlookup.ca
https://voterlookup.ca
https://www.mpac.ca


Environmental ï Invasive Species ïLymantria dispar dispar 

(LDD) formally known as Gypsy Moth 
Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD) impacted some areas of the lake much more than others last year. We donôt 

know how intense the infestation will be this year, however based on 2021 statistics from the Ministry of North-

ern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (MNDMNRF) Cordova Lake was in an area of mod-

erate to severe infestation (Note, in the link 

at the end of this section, you can scroll and 

view this map). 

Here is the key information about their life 

cycle, and what you can do to help reduce 

their impact in 2023: 

          

How to Manage Lymantria dispar dispar 

(LDD) formally know as Gypsy Moth 

CAUTION: Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD) 

caterpillars have long hairs that can cause 

skin irritation or allergic reactions for some 

people. For safety, use gloves while han-

dling caterpillars 

Monitoring 

Monitor for defoliation and egg masses 

throughout the season on high-risk trees. 

Inspect outdoor equipment, trailers, and 

vehicles before moving from a regulated 

area to an uninfested area and always buy 

and burn local firewood. 

Egg Masses Stage (August to Mid-April) 

ï Hand Removal:  

Tan-coloured and can be found on tree 

trunks, bark, or other hard surfaces. Egg 

masses are about 4 cm and contain 100 - 

1,000 eggs. A very cold winter with temper-

atures below -20C will kill some eggs. 

Those egg masses below the snow line will 

be protected. Egg masses can be spread by 

moving wood, trailers or anything that moves.  

Action: Egg masses should be removed from trees between to reduce infestations in forthcoming years. Use a 

scraper to carefully remove the masses off of tree trunks, branches, and outdoor equipment throughout all sea-

sons. After removal, dispose of masses in a soap and water mixture for 48 hours or burn them. Any eggs that 

fall to the ground will be below the snow line, so will survive and hatch in the spring. 

Early Caterpillar Stage (Mid April ï Mid May) ï Biological Control & Late Caterpillar Stage (Mid May ï 

June) ï Burlap / Trapping: 

Eggs hatch and caterpillars emerge and begin eating. They prefer oaks, but will eat maples (not red maples 

acer rubrum), white pine, jack pine or many other species if numbers are large. The caterpillars are charcoal 

gray, 5-7cm long, with a double row of five blue and six red dots on its back. They start small and proceed to 

molt 5 times to become relatively large eating machines and this is the life stage that causes defoliation (up to 7 

weeks of feeding = lots of poop).  

Action (Mid April ï Mid May): For private homeowners, Btk (Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki) is available for 

purchase from local hardware stores to use against LDD. This biopesticide can be applied by a registered pesti-

cide application company or by homeowners who have carefully read application instructions. Btk is a product 

that affects the digestive system of caterpillars and should only be applied during early caterpillar stage. Two 

spray applications are usually required for effective control. Note for large areas, aerial spraying by a profes-

sional pesticide application company (e.g., Zimmer Air) may be a solution, but this would have to be arranged 

locally with your neighbours before proceeding. Cottage associations do not have the legal authority to bind 

members, so spraying on a lake-wide basis is not feasible. Gypsy moth populations are also affected by a num-

ber of pests, including mice, birds, wasps, and a specific fungus and virus. The fungus and virus are believed to 

be the reasons LDD moth populations crash for ten or more years 

Action (Mid May ï June): Caterpillars can be successfully trapped using burlap. Start by wrapping a 45 cm (18 

in) wide strip around the tree at chest height. Tie a string around the centre and fold the top portion down to 

form a skirt, with the string acting as a belt. Pick off the caterpillars daily and dispose of them (see Hand Re-

moval above). 

Pupae Stage (June to Mid July) ï Hand Removal:  

Caterpillars pupate and pupae is red-brown, about 2-3 cm long. 

Action: If you can find them, remove them by hand, crush them and discard. 

Adult Moth Stage (July to August) ï Pheromone Traps or do nothing and focus on other stages:  

Moths hatch from pupae, mate, and lay eggs (average of 600 eggs per egg mass). Females are larger than 

males with white colouring and dark zig-zag markings. Adult females are flightless, but have wings and can 

glide. Males are greyish-brown with dark markings and can fly and survive about one week, mating with several 

different females. Note that it is estimated that over 50% of egg masses are 

higher than 10 metres above ground. During this time pheromone traps may 

be used, but some authorities believe they do not have a significant impact 

on overall numbers. 

Looking For More Information? The following link can be used to 

get a lot more information, including pictures of egg masses, cater-




